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3008

Prices start at: €24,965
Engines: 1.6HDI
Bodystyles: MPV Crossover
Plus points: Has taken the
place by storm with its clever
use of space and storage.
Imaginative, roomy, excellent

deployment of dials and

instruments. On the button in the crossover era; price.
Minus points: Not too many even at this stage.

Best Buy: 1.6HDI

Final answer: YES, fine mix of room and style.

407 SW

Prices start at: €28,425
Engines: 1.6HDI
Bodystyles: Station Wagon
Plus points: Big and roomy
Minus points: Not that many
Best Buy: 1.6HDi

Final answer: NO, wait for

super new 508 in April.

RCZ

Prices start at: €37,395
Engines: 1.6 petrol, 2.0HDI
Bodystyles: 2dr coupe
Plus points: Extraordinary
pitched-forward looks, twin-
curve roof, sparkling engine, )
equipment. Real departure for | ===
Peugeot.
Minus points: Big price for competitor to Audi’s
TT. Really need to relish harsh, sport suspension
on Irish roads.

Best Buy: 2.0 HDI

Final answer: YES, but only because of the novelty.

Continental Irish
Performance

Car of the Year

5008

Prices start at: € 27,155
Engines: 1.6 HDi
Bodystyles: MPV

Plus points: Like the 3008, it
cleverly blends space, engine,
price and looks. Really an out-
standing mix. Probably out-
standing example of a mid-size MPV.

Minus points: May suffer from lack of demand for such MPVs —
a pity as it deserves a wider audience.

Best Buy: 1.6HDi

Final answer: Yes, has to be on your shopping list.

In our guide, ‘Prices start at:’ refers to the lowest price of the
passenger versions in that model range.
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RENAULT

J N, N

Overall Marque Rating: PAQA QA A
¢ RENAULT

Dealerships In the Republic of Ireland: 23
www.renault.ie or www.irishscrappage.ie
PLUS: See our Used Car Guide at the back of this publication.
Prices and specifications correct as at 15.01.2011.

L

Wind

Prices start at: €24,990
Engines: 1.2 16V
Bodystyles: Roadster

Plus points: It's new and has
a quirky look

Minus points: Questions
about residuals

Best Buy: 1.2 16V
Final answer: Yes, give it a try

Clio/Grand Clio

Prices start at: € 13,390 /
€15,700

Engines: 1.2, 1.5 DCi
Bodystyles: 3/5 Dr.
Hatchback, Estate.

Plus points: Clio has always
been a good, taut driver.

Standing test of time well.
Minus points: Cabin bit too small compared with many rivals.
And we wouldn’t bother with the Grand Clio.

Best Buy: 1.2 Royale

Final Answer: YES, has to get a test drive.

Kangoo

Prices start at: €19,890
Engines: 1.5 DCi
Bodystyles: Small MPV

Plus points: Should be called
Kandoo because it is so practi-
cal on room and engine (1.5-
litre diesel). Use it as a car

and/or workhorse.

Minus points: It is a van and handles like one.
Best Buy: 1.5 DCi

Final answer: Yes, if you want a really practical buy.
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Megane/Grand
Megane

Prices start at: €18,890 /
€19,690

Engines: 1.6 16V, 1.5DCi
Bodystyles: 3/5dr. hatchback,
Saloon, Tourer (estate),
Coupe/ Cabrio.

Plus points: They are pushing this on Scrappage. Biggest selling
model of 2010 as a result. Price, diesels are excellent. Coupe looks
wonderful. High equipment levels. Roomier Grand version too.
Minus points: Basic model lacks cabin space of many rivals;
what will residuals be like in a few years?

Best Buy: 1.5 dCi

Final answer: YES, especially under the scrappage deals.

Megane Coupe Cabrio
Prices start at: €31,900
Engines: 1.5DCi

Bodystyles: Coupe Cabriolet
Plus points: Easily best looking
in Renault range. Handles quite
well and lacks for little in equip-
ment. Nice combination. -
Minus points: Only major concern is future residual value for car
of this nature.

Best Buy: 1.5DCi

Final answer: YES, it is a grand drive and looks smart.

Renault Fluence
Prices start at: €18,890
Engines: 1.6 16v, 1.5DCi
Bodystyles: 4 door

Plus points: Offers choice in
the slot between Megane and
Laguna. Looks stylish and is

particularly well equipped.

Electric version on its way.

Minus points: Neither fish nor fowl and has been overshadowed
by Megane success in scrappage deals

Best Buy: 1.5DCi

Final answer: YES, it is stylish and has a certain poise.

Scenic / Grand Scenic
Prices start at: €21,890 /
€24,590

Engines: 1.6, 1.5 DCi,
Bodystyles: MPV (5 Dr.) 5/7
Seats

Plus points: Always a consider-
ation for families. Nicely styled,
cracking diesel and decent room.
Minus points: Gave up a huge head start to be overtaken by
likes of Ford C-Max, Toyota Verso and Opel Zafira.

Best Buy: 1.5DCi

Final answer: YES, new models get it onto our shopping list.

Laguna

Prices start at: €24,490
Engines: 1.5 DCi, 2.0 DCi,
Bodystyles: 5 Dr. Hatchback,
Tourer, Coupe

Plus points: They have done
everything to make this a
viable option: major recent
revamp, three-year-warranty,
good 2-litre diesel, room, equipment and price cuts.

Minus points: Smacks of desperation; reliability of previous
model still dogs it. Concerns about residuals.

Best Buy: 1.5CDi

Final answer: YES, but only because of recent revamp.
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Trafic

Prices start at: €41,050
Engines: 2.0dCi
Bodystyles: 9 seater minibus
Plus points: Plenty of room
and a good spec

Minus points: Derived from
the panel van

Best buy: 2.dCi

Final answer: No, better options out there..

SAAB

Overall Marque Rating: PAQASAS

Dealerships In the Republic of Ireland: 14
Dealers listing/ Brochure request: 01 4698 700
PLUS: See our Used Car Guide at the back of this publication.
www.saab.ie
Prices and specifications correct as at 15.01.2011.
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9-3 Saloon

Prices start at: €29,300
Engines: 1.8T BioPower,
1.9TTiD,

Bodystyles: Saloon / Estate.
Plus points: After a turbulent
year, Saab is back on track
here. This is still a decent
motor with good diesels, and
Biopowers.

Minus points: Way off pace set by BMW 3-series, Audi A4 or
Mercedes C-Class. New one in offing.

Best Buy: 1.9TTiD.

Final answer: YES, watch out for special editions in August.

9-3 Convertible
Prices start at: €44,150
Engines: 1.9 TTiD, 1.8 turbo
biopower

Bodystyles: Convertible. e
Plus points: Popular drophead|
down the years, mainly
because it is a four-seater with
some charm.

Minus points: Poor boot space with roof down.

Best Buy: 1.9TTiD

Final answer: YES, still an option for you especially as residuals
hold up well.

Readers Notice

Whilst every care has been taken in compiling this guide from
information received from distributors, no responsibility can be
accepted by the publishers or staff of Automotive Publications
Limited for any errors or omissions. Because prices etc. can
change, we suggest that once you have made a short-list of
cars that you are interested in, you should confirm prices and
exact specifications with the dealer when shopping for your
new car.

In our guide, ‘Prices start at:’ refers to the lowest price of the
passenger versions in that model range.
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9-5 Saloon .
Prices start at: €36,500
Engines: 2.0T Biopower,
2.0TiD, 2.0TTiD

Bodystyles: Saloon/ Estate.
Plus points: New and much bet-
ter without breaking any moulds.
Good equipment levels and Saab
safety to the fore. Saloon just for now. Diesel the pick of engines.
Minus points: Cabin is quite dull as is the handling.

Best Buy: 2.0 TiD

Final answer: YES, it's new and a real option.

SEAT

Overall Marque Rating: PAQASAY

—

SEAT

Dealerships In the Republic of Ireland: 26
Dealers listing/ Brochure request: 01 8989 700
www.seat.ie
PLUS: See our Used Car Guide at the back of this publication.
Prices and specifications correct as at 15.01.2011.
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Leon

Prices start at: €19,225
Engines: 1.2 Tsi, 1.6 Tdi, 2.0 Tsi
Bodystyles: 5 Door Hatchback
Plus points: A top, top driver
that has loads of pace and style
and is a bit of a hidden gem.
Minus points: Big drawback is
poor legroom at the back. No profile.

Best Buy: 1.6 Tdi

Final answer: YES, well priced and poised to shine.

Exeo

Prices start at: €24,620
Engines: 2.0TDI
Bodystyles: 4dr saloon

Plus points: Based on Audi
A4 but its prices are way, way
better. Plenty of room and
equipment.

Minus points: Who knows
anything about it? Residual
value reservations.

Best Buy: 2.0TDI

Final answer: NO. Too low a profile.

Altea / Altea XL

Prices start at: €20,925 /
21,375

Engines: 1.6TDi

Bodystyles: 5 Dr. Hatchback/
MPV

Plus points: Mixes hatchback
and MPV and has loads of
space as well as clever touches. Good diesel engine, space
excellent.

Minus points: Design has worn thin. Looks like something from
another age. ltis.

Best Buy: XL - 1.6 TDi

Final answer: YES, for a certain buyer.
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Ibiza

Prices start at: €13,160
Engines: 1.2, 1.2 TDi, 1.6 TDi
Bodystyles: 3/5 Dr.
Hatchback.

Plus points: We rate this
supermini highly. It has the
engines, looks, roomy cabin
and is well priced.

Minus points: Has fallen from limelight over past year.
Best Buy: 1.2 5.Dr.

Final answer: YES, good style and good value.

Alhambra

Prices start at: €36,395
Engines: 2.0TDi.
Bodystyles: MPV (7 Seats)
Plus points: New one carries
on tradition of beating VW
Sharan and Ford Galaxy on
price (closely related to both).
Great 2-litre diesels and loads
of room. More stylish looking.
Minus points: Not much really, except lack of demand for large
MPvs.

Best Buy: 2.0TDi

Final answer: YES, new model is highly competitive.

SKODA

Overall Marque Rating: PARASAA

Dealerships In the Republic of Ireland: 19
Dealers listing/ Brochure request: 01 898 9700
www.skoda.ie
PLUS: See our Used Car Guide at the back of this publication.
Prices and specifications correct as at 15.01.2011.
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Fabia

Prices start at: €12,535
Engines: 1.2, 1.2 tsi, 1.6 TDi
Bodystyles: 3/5 Dr.
Hatchback/Estate.

Plus points: Has proved its
worth for years now; update
adds polish. Add in 1.4-litre
diesel engine and there isn’'t
much to complain about. Combi (estate) has more room.
Minus points: Prices rise quickly if you want to adorn this with
extras.

Best Buy: 1.2 Classic.

Final answer: YES, sound, steady buy.

In our guide, ‘Prices start at:’ refers to the lowest price of the
passenger versions in that model range.
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Octavia

Prices start at: €17,435
Engines: 1.2 tsi, 1.4 tsi,

1.8 tsi, 1.6 TDi, 1.9TDi
Bodystyles: 5 Dr. Hatchback,
Touring (estate).

Plus points: One of the great
Skoda successes thanks to a
fine cabin, good driving, big
boot and plenty of equipment. Real value for money.
Minus points: Might be starting to date a little bit on looks.
Options can push up price severely.

Best Buy: 1.9TDi Classic.

Final answer: YES, simply must be on shopping lists.

Roomster
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SUBARU

Overall Marque Rating: PARA ST

sSUBARU,

Dealerships In the Republic of Ireland: 13
Dealers listing/ Brochure request: 1850 58 58 58
www.subaru.ie
PLUS: See our Used Car Guide at the back of this publication.
Prices and specifications correct as at 15.01.2011.
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Prices start at: €15,795
Engines: 1.2, 1.2 tsi, 1.2 TDi
Bodystyles: MPV

Plus points: Blessed with
flexible seating arrangements
and 1.2-litre diesel. This is
more practical than most and
benefits from update.

Minus points: Despite not
being a van, it looks like one. Off-beat: you love or hate it.
Best Buy: 1.2TDi.

Final answer: YES, but be sure you can live with quirkiness.

Superb

Prices start at: €24,865
Engines: 1.4tsi, 1.8tsi, 1,6 TDi,
1.9TDi, 2.0TDi, 3.6 FSi
Bodystyles: Saloon, Combi
(estate)

Plus points: At a time when
value for money is de rigeur,
this has to be the pace setter.
It's huge, luxurious, has a great range of engines and look at the
price. Combi (estate) is exceptional.

Minus points: Not many, it is good value.

Best Buy: 1.9TDi.

Final answer: YES, buy a diesel saloon or estate and you have
a car for 10 years.

Yeti

Prices start at: €22,330
Engines: 1.2ts, 1.6 Tdi, 2.0TDi
Bodystyles: SUV/MPV

Plus points: Skoda are pitch-
ing this against the runaway
‘crossover’ leader, the Nissan

= =i
< Talls)] -\
Qashgai. As a 4x2 it has

gained a lot of admirers. High S R
levels of equipment and solid build. - =.._',';'_'|“'
Minus points: Looks blocky and lacks Qashqai’s &
svelte, smart looks.

Best Buy: 1.6 TDi

Final answer: YES, it is set up to do the business.

Continental Irish
Compact Family

Car of the Year

Justy

Prices start at: €11,473
Engines: 1.0i

Bodystyles: 5 Dr. Hatchback
Plus points: Well built, well
priced.

Minus points: Not an option
for vast majority due to lack of
recognition.

Best Buy: 1.0

Final answer: NO, even Subaru name fails to get it on your
shopping list.

Impreza
Prices start at: €27,995
Engines: 2. O TD

Plus pomts The dlesel saved |
this car from obI|V|on And you

extra grip — a gift in bad
weather.

Minus points: Old-fashioned cabin, poor boot space.

Best Buy: 2.0 diesel

Final answer: YES, AWD and diesel make it worth inclusion on
your list.

Forester

Prices start at: €34,995.
Engines: 2.0 Boxer diesel.
Bodystyles: 5 Dr. SUV AWD
Plus points: Classy
SUV/large estate is a real :
proposition now thanks to that [
diesel engine. And it has AWD, &
something that will make it =
attractive to those whose rear-wheel-drive left them stranded in
the snow and ice.

Minus points: Really needs a good overhaul of the cabin espe-
cially — it's so old fashioned.

Best Buy: 2.0 diesel.

Final answer: YES, this is a right good ‘crossover’.

ALWAYS DRIVE RESPONSIBLY
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Legacy / Outback
Prices start at: €34,995 /
€41,995

Engines: 2.0 Boxer diesel
Bodystyles: Saloon/ Estate
and Outback Estate

Plus points: Its credentials as
a quality drive were never in
doubt but it needed the diesel
to make it relevant in the current market. AWD there as well.
Minus points: Price still a bit of a deterrent and small number of
outlets.

Best Buy: 2.0 diesel

Final answer: YES, prepare to be impressed.

SUZUKI

Overall Marque Rating: PAGA A

Dealerships In the Republic of Ireland: 25
Dealers listing/ Brochure request: 01 414 5555
www.suzuki.ie
PLUS: See our Used Car Guide at the back of this publication.
Prices and specifications correct as at 14.01.2011.
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Alto

Prices start at: €11,690
Engines: 1.0

Bodystyles: Hatch

Plus points: Nippy, well-engi-
neered small car that manages
to eke out plenty of space.
Minus points: Engine a bit
uncultured, rivals are slashing
prices ever lower.

Best Buy: 1.0

Final answer: Yes, but only because of the Suzuki reputation.

Splash

Prices start at: €15,095
Engines: 1.0, 1.2 GLS
Bodystyles: 3dr/5dr
Hatchback

Plus points: Tall and unusual;
closely related to Opel Agila.
Good room for a city car.

Minus points: Has an outra-
geous looking rev counter binnacle on the dash that would alien-
ate potential buyers?

Best Buy: 1.2 GLS

Final answer: YES, a fine little car if you can avert your gaze
from that binnacle.

NEW CAR BUYERS’ GUIDE

Swift
Prices start at: €14,650

Engines: 1.3, 1.5, 1.6 o P - - S

Bodystyles: 3/5Dr. Hatchback [

Plus points: Brand new with .ui ‘
more efficient and lower-emis- v...\‘_ 5

sion engines. Doesn’t look

much different from award-win- :
ning predecessor but it is.
Minus points: Engine can be a bit uneven at idle. Would have
liked it to look much more different from old one.

Best Buy: 1.3GL 5-dr.

Final answer: YES, this is as good a supermini as there is.

SX4

Prices start at: €17,385
Engines: 1.5. 1.6 diesel
Bodystyles: 5dr. Hatchback
and Saloon

Plus points: New model is
nicely roomy with a good price,
decent boot and a smooth
diesel.

Minus points: Hard to see much use or demand for it these
days.

Best Buy: 1.5 GL.

Final answer: YES, but only just.

TOYOTA

Overall Marque Rating: PAQASASA A

= s

TOYOTA

Dealerships In the Republic of Ireland: 56
Dealers listing/ Brochure request: 01 419 0200
www.toyota.ie
PLUS: See our Used Car Guide at the back of this publication.
Prices and specifications correct as at 15.01.2011.
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Aygo [
Prices start at: €10,345 = 2

Engines: 1.0 VVT-i o
Body style: 3/5dr. hatch.
Plus points: Three-year war-
ranty gives it a distinct edge
over its Citroen C1 and
Peugeot 107 siblings.

Minus points: We have some
complaints about design and tiny boot.

Best buy: Terra 5-door

Final answer: YES, City car that will go for a long time.

ALWAYS DRIVE RESPONSIBLY
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i

iQ
Prices start at: €13,660 " B
Engines: 1.0 VVTi, 4 il
Body style: Small hatchback. s,

Plus points: Has earned a lot
of respect for practicality, frugal-
ity and design. Good one for a

scrappage deal.

Minus points: It is expensive for a city car.
Best buy: 1.0 VVTi
Final answer: Yes, residual values make it a sound buy.

Yaris

Prices start at: €14,395
Engines: 1.0, 1.33 Dual VVT+,
1.4 D4D

Bodystyles: 3dr./ 5dr. Hatch.
Plus Points: Rock solid super-
mini always on buyers’ shortlist.

Just does everything in a non-

fussy way. Holds value well.

Minus points: Skimps a bit on cabin space.
Best buy: 1.0 5dr.

Final answer: YES, an easy choice.

Urban Cruiser

Prices start at: €20,705
Engines: 1.33 Dual VVTi, 1.4
D4D o
Body style: Hatch I £

Plus points: Toyota’s attempt T —
to meet so-called urban
demand. Roomy, handles well,
good diesel.

Minus points: Lacks focus of appeal — what and who is it for?
Best buy: 1.4D4D

Final answer: Yes. But only because it is a Toyota.

e
p—

Auris

Prices start at: €18,945
Engines: 1.33 VVT-, 1.6 VVT-
i, 1.4 D4D

Bodystyles: 3dr/5dr hatch-
back

Plus points: Hatchback has
carved out a distinct slot for
itself. They’ve made the 1.4D even more frugal. Simple, straight-
forward car with a roomier cabin than you'd think. Priced keen
now.

Minus points: Quite bland to look at inside and out compared
with many rivals.

Best Buy: 1.4 D4D

Final answer: YES, it's a ‘Corolla’ hatch so it warrants inclusion.

Corolla

Prices start at: €19,995
Engines: 1.33 VVT-i, 1.4 D4D.
Bodystyles: Saloon

Plus points: Huge push on
price/scrappage deals has
made this the best value it

has been. Big and roomy
saloon it has the best 1.4-litre diesel engine you'll drive for many
a day. Three-year warranty.

Minus points: Bland design and cabin.

Best buy: 1.4 D4D

Final answer: YES, value for money and reliability.

NEW CAR BUYERS’ GUIDE

Verso s

Prices start at: €16,995
Engines: 1.33 VVT-i
Bodystyle: MPV (5 Seater)
Plus Points: Just arriving in
February but with a good pre-
production drive reports
Minus Points: To early to say.
Best Buy: 1.33 VVT-i.

Final answer: Yes, but because it is all-new, check it out in
greater detail.

Verso
Prices start at: €27,705
Engines: 1.6VVT-i, 1.8VVTi,
2.0 D-4D
Bodystyles: MPV (5/7 seats)
Plus points: They hiton a
good combination with this and
at just the right time.
By far the easiest MPV to drive. Lovely cabin, gear change and
it's easier to mix and match seating/luggage combinations.
Minus points: Just that bit short on space especially for the third row.
Best buy: 2.0 D4D
Final answer: YES, smooth operator in a discerning and
demanding market segment.

ERE
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Avensis

Prices start at: €24,165
Engines: 1.6 VVT-i, 1.8VVTi,
2.0VVT-l, 2.0 D4D, 2.2 D-CAT
Bodystyles: Saloon /
Hatchback and Tourer (estate)
Plus points: Big, big push on
price here again, relatively new
model with roomier cabin, better equipment and engines. Massive
boot. Reliability and re-sale big plus factors.

Minus points: Already looking a bit dated and VW (new Passat),
Ford (Mondeo update) are snapping at its heels.

Best buy: 2.0 D4D saloon.

Final answer: YES, always a safe bet for the family or commer-
cial traveler.

Prius

Prices start at: €27,125
Engines: 1.8 Hybrid
(Petrol/Battery)

Bodystyles: Saloon

Plus points: Now a big car,
with same cabin space as
Avensis. So much technology
and equipment. Impressive package. Frugality and price.

Minus points: Bit sloppy to drive and uses petrol engine nearly
all the time on longer drives.

Best buy: One model

Final answer: YES, it is quite an achievement and has the prac-
ticality to take the family.

RAV-4

Prices start at: €28,695
Engines: 2.0 VVT-, 2.2D-4D,
2.2 D-CAT

Bodystyles: 5dr. SUV

Plus points: One of the easi-
est to drive with an exceptional
driving position. Well equipped
and good diesel. Price.

Minus points: Cabin needs a bit of an overhaul because it is
looking a bit tired compared with several rivals.

Best buy: 2.2 D-4D Luna

Final answer: YES, it is a top-three entrant always.
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Land Cruiser

Prices start at: €61,995
Engines: 3.0 D4D,
Bodystyles: 4x4, 3/5dr
Plus points: New one is,
believe it or not, better than
the old one and that was in
our humble opinion the best
and had been for some time. Brilliant on and off road. Excellent
diesel.

Minus points: Bit soon to crib except to say large SUVs are not
in huge demand these days.

Best buy: 3.0D4D LWB GX 5dr

Final answer: YES, back at Number One where it belongs.

VOLKSWAGEN

Overall Marque Rating: PAQASASAOA
A
W

Dealerships In the Republic of Ireland: 39
Dealers listing/ Brochure request: 01 8989700
www.volkswagen.ie
PLUS: See our Used Car Guide at the back of this publication.
Prices and specifications correct as at 15.01.2011.
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Fox

Prices start at: €9,990
Engines: 1.2

Bodystyle: 3-dr hatchback

Plus points: City car built to
last and last. Plenty of zest in
the drive, good cabin.

Minus points: We don’t hear
much about it; demand should
be higher.

Best buy: 1.2.

Final answer: YES. Good residuals mean it is a solid buy.

Polo

Prices start at: €14,550
Engines: 1.2, 1.2 TDi, 1.4 TSi,
1.6TDi

Bodystyles: 3/ 5dr.
Hatchback

Plus points: Bigger and bet-
ter, it is built like a tank and
typically sturdy. Fine new-tech-
nology petrol engines but the
diesel appeals too. Pricing
attempts to sweep more buyers
into lower priced versions.

Minus points: Has perception of
being expensive and unexciting. Many rivals now have cutting-
edge looks and massive scrappage backing to sell.

Best buy: 1.2 Comfortline 5dr

Final answer: YES, Residual values and reputation push it high
up the list.

L WL A AN
L3
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Golf

Prices start at: €18,995
Engines: 1.2TSi, 1.4TSi,
2.0TSi, 1.6 TDI, 2.0 TDI, !
Bodystyles: 3/5dr. Hatchback
- GTi, Cabrio.

Plus points: Best Golf to date
by some distance. Great mix of
petrol and diesel engines; cabin roomier
than you’d think. Residual values.
Always popular with Irish buyers.

Minus points: Not that much different from old one — it has
always been thus as design is evolutionary rather than revolution-
ary.

Best buy: 1.4 TSi 5 Dr

Final answer: YES, built to last and always a favourite.

AL T S EER AR
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Golf Plus

Prices start at: €21,850
Engines: 1.2 TSI, 1.6 TDI
Bodystyles: Hatchback/MPV
Plus points: Has more room,
some good engines and
decent boot room.

Minus points: Price not ‘ A
justified by meager enough additional room.

Best buy: 1.6TDi

Final answer: NO, not in these cost conscious days.

Tiguan
Prices start at: €27,250
Engines: 2. 0 TDI.

Plus pomts Mid-size sports
utility that embraces ‘big broth-
er’ Touareg technology. Good
drive and decent room as well
as a practical 4x2 version.
Minus Points: Hard to criticise but rivals have taken a lot of
ground and this hasn’t really caught on.

Best buy: 2.0TDI

Final answer: YES. Well worth a test drive. Better than some of
the trendier competitors.

Touran

Prices start at: €27,495
Engines: 1.6TDi, 2.0 TDI
Bodystyles: MPV 5/7 seats.
Plus points: Newly revised it
carries on as one of the best
but most understated people
carriers around. Improved all
round, plenty of space and the
diesel is excellent. Seating/accommodation changes now more
easily achieved.

Minus points: Same as Golf — not great show of design flair.
Best buy: 1.6 TDi

Final answer: YES, fresh new model offers quite a bit now.

Jetta

Prices start at: €21,700
Engines: 1.4 TSi,1.6TDI
Bodystyles: Saloon

Plus points: Fine saloon;
should have done better but

Golf stole its thunder. New one - — 5 S,
here this spring. It's bigger and
better. Huge boot, roomy cabin.
Minus points: New one due. Overshadowed by the Golf.
Best buy: 1.4 TSi

Final answer: NO, wait for the latest manifestation in May.
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Scirocco

Prices start at: €25,430
Engines: 1.4 TSi, 2.0TS;j,
2.0TDi

Bodystyles: 3dr/5dr
Hatchback o
Plus points: Really looks the [*
part and turns heads. Cabin i
measures up, so do the engines.
Minus points: Doesn'’t stir the soul as much as we anticipated.

VOLVO

ing: PARASAY

Overall Marque Rat

Just lacks something. Dealerships In the Republic of Ireland: 12
Best Buy: 2.0TDI Dealers listing/ Brochure request: 1800 246 135
Final answer: YES, smart car to have in the drive. PLUS: See our Used Car Guide at the back of this publication.

www.volvocars.ie
Prices and specifications correct as at 15.01.2011.

L _J

Passat

Prices start at: €24,865
Engines: 1.4 TSi, 1.6 TDI,
2.0 TDi

Bodystyles: Saloon/ Estate/
Coupe Carbriolet

Plus points: New one sets
the pace. Don’t be deceived
by visual similarity with old

C30 Sports Coupe
Prices start at: €24,495
Engines: 1.6. 2.0F, 1.6D. 2.0D
Bodystyles: Hatchback

Plus points: They have added
a lot of greener (lower emission

one, this has taken the game to a new level with room, poise, DRIVe) models across the

technology and equipment. range and this model is no

Good range of diesels with 2-litre particularly impressive. exception. Strong on safety.

Minus points: So like the old one you have to look twice to dis- Minus points: Even with the increased frugality, it suffers from
criminate. Mondeo still beats it on handling and ride. cramped rear room and is a poor driver.

Best buy: 2.0TDI Best Buy: 2.0 Flexifuel

Final answer: YES, this is one of the best around. Final answer: YES, the new DRIVe version is worth looking at.
Sharan C70

Prices start at: €41,990
Engines: 2.0 TDL.
Bodystyles: MPV (7 Seats)
Plus points: Heavily revised
new version on the road now.
They've spiced it up a bit;

Prices start at: €47,695
Engines: 2.4i, 2.0D
Bodystyles: Cabriolet.

Plus points: Fine engines in
this big, comfortable executive
coupe. Safety features

good engines, loads of space, strongly.
seat/luggage combinations Minus points: Hasn't caught
easily worked now. on and big cabrios are not in demand.
Minus points: Seat Allhambra beats it — and Galaxy — on sheer Best buy: 2.4i
value for money. Final answer: NO, doesn’t really stand up to scrutiny.
Best buy: 2.0 TDi.
Final answer: YES, one of the big three choices. $40 / V50
Prices start at: €25,495 /
Touareg €27,345

Prices start at: €67,995
Engines: 3.0 V6 TDI
BlueMotion

Bodystyle: SUV / 4WD

Plus Points: Just arriving this
month but with a good pre-pro-3
duction drive reports.

Engines: 1.6, 2.0F, 1.6D, 2.0D
Bodystyles: Saloon / Sports
Estate

Plus points: Another range to
benefit from DRIVe. The V50 is
our pick. Good engines here. V50 handles better than S40
saloon.

Minus Points: Too early to Minus points: S40 has poor rear seat space and boot room. As
say. you can see we like the V50.

Best Buy: 3.0 TDI BlueMotion Best buy: 2.0 Flexifuel.

Final answer: YES, but because it is all-new, check it out in Final answer: YES, but only the estate (V50) stands out from the
greater detail. crowd.

ALWAYS DRIVE RESPONSIBLY

NEW CAR BUYERS’ GUIDE
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S60/V60

Prices start at: €32,000 /
€34,000

Engines: 1.6, 2.0, 2.5, 3.0,
1.6D, 2.0D, 2.4D
Bodystyles: saloon, estate
Plus points: Both saloon and
estate are quite distinct.

Saloon has a coupe profile but is a roomy 4dr. The V60 estate is

excellent. Plenty of equipment and lovely to drive.
Minus points: V60 is far better than the saloon. Price.
Best Buy: 2.0D

Final answer: YES, these are fine cars.

V70 /| XC70

Prices start at: €40,495/
€44,495

Engines: 2.0F, 1.6D, 2.0D,
2.4D5

Bodystyles: Estates/ XC-SUV
AWD

Plus points: Hard to beat

either of these estates for

driving comfort and room. So comfortable to sit in and so easy to

drive.

Minus points: XC70 something of an anachronism and the
petrols are mad thirsty, if impressive performers.

Best buy: 2.0F

Final answer: Yes, the V70 has to be on your list.

S80

Prices start at: €37,495
Engines: 1.4.D, 2.0F,1.6 D,
2.0D, 2.4 D5

Bodystyles: Saloon

Plus points: Where else
would you get a car of this SIZ [

with a 1.4-litre diesel engine in [ —

it that does not suffer from lack

of power? That is the combination that makes this so attractive.
Luxury levels of equipment.

Minus points: Really sloppy handler.

Best buy: 1.4

Final answer: YES, small engine in large car equals big value.

Readers Notice
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XC60

Prices start at: €42,995
Engines: 2.4 diesel
Bodystyles: 5dr
SUV/Crossover

Plus points: One of the
smartest lookers around and,
unusually, has the perform-
ance, comfort, equipment and chassis to go with it. This is a win-
ner.

Minus points: Not too many except shortage of money for cars
like this.

Best Buy: 2.4 D SE

Final answer: YES, it has the looks and the performance.

XC90

Prices start at: €51,995
Engines: 2.4D5
Bodystyles: SUV (SAV)
Plus points: Roominess and
safety are its big attractions.
Still a family favourite.

Minus points: Diesel lacks
refinement and the likes of the [E

BMW X5 and Audi Q7 leave it
straddling in their wakes.
Best buy: 2.4D5

Final answer: YES, but it is living on reputation and that won’t
last forever.

Readers Notice

Whilst every care has been taken in compiling this guide from
information received from distributors, no responsibility can be
accepted by the publishers or staff of Automotive Publications
Limited for any errors or omissions. Because prices etc. can
change, we suggest that once you have made a short-list of
cars that you are interested in, you should confirm prices and
exact specifications with the dealer when shopping for your
new car.

In our guide, ‘Prices start at:’ refers to the lowest price of the
passenger versions in that model range.

Whilst every care has been taken in
compiling this guide from information
received from distributors, no responsibil-
ity can be accepted by the publishers or
staff of Automotive Publications Limited

for any errors or omissions. Because
prices etc. can change, we suggest that
once you have made a short-list of cars
that you are interested in, you should
confirm prices and exact specifications

with the dealer when shopping for your
new car.

In our guide, ‘Prices start at:’ refers to
the lowest price of the passenger ver-
sions in that model range.

ALWAYS DRIVE RESPONSIBLY
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